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CARTF 

 SpringHill Suites, Boise  

March 6, 2020 

MINUTES 

 
Joshua Wickard- Public Defender (Chairman)   Jennifer Tachell– Educator (Vice-Chairman)  
Michelle Weir- DHW, Family & Children Services  Susan Bradford, MD – Pediatrician 
Dina Flores-Brewer-Children with Disabilities   Jennifer Bergin- Attorney  
Sheila Sturgeon Freitas, PhD– Mental Health  Hon. Steve Clark- Civil Magistrate Judge 
Doug Giddings-Idaho County Sheriff       Galen Carlson- Prosecuting Attorney 
Melissa Osen– Foster Youth     Tahna Barton – CASA    
open – Homeless Education Liaison   Hon. Mark Rammell- Criminal Magistrate Judge 
Jill Robertson– Parent     Nadine McDonald – Juvenile Justice 
Lisa Nordstrom- Child Advocate Attorney  Molly Vaughn– Victim Services Coordinator 
 

Mindy Peper – Task Force Support  

 
ABSENT  

Guests: Upper Valley CAC, Kimber Tower and Ashley Stallings 

 
Welcome 
Wickard welcomes everyone. CARTF motions to approve the February minutes, 
all in favor.  
 
Conference Discussion 
Peper updates CARTF that we have secured October 16, 2020 as the annual 
conference.  Venue will be the Riverside Hotel and speaker will be Lt. Col. 
Grossman. 
 
CARTF discusses potential topics.  Need to keep in mind our mandate regarding 
the identification, investigation, and prosecution of child abuse. Stay away from 
prevention but we can educate our attendees.  We can propose to Grossman 
what our emphasis is and ask if he can bring our mandate together with his 
background regarding the psychological aspects and see what he can come up 
with. A phone call to discuss these parameters would be helpful. Find out how he 
can tailor this.  Youth and violence, violence, aggression, murder/suicide, drive it 
a little deeper towards identification, investigation, prosecution of child abuse and 
neglect, then okay to move toward other topics that he specializes in. Wickard 
and Tachell will reach out to Grossman. 
 
Even though we don’t have the topic we can start advertising the word that we 
will have Lt. Col Grossman and date and venue.  Peper will work on getting the 
word out.  
 
Wickard talks about the new CARTF conference committee. Tachell is chair of 
this committee.  The purpose of this group will be to plan the 2021 conference 
and future conferences and get ahead of the game. Long-term strategic planning 
is what we are looking for from this subcommittee, including the format of the 
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conference.  Wickard asks if there is anyone interested and if so, to let Tachell 
know.  
 
Robertson and Sturgeon Freitas said they will be on the subcommittee.  
 
CFR Team Update 
Barton discusses the final CFR Team annual report.  How does CARTF want to 
disseminate this report and to who? Would like a cover letter and a .pdf version 
sent to house and senate. Would like a full report mailed to Governor’s office. 
Barton will try to get it out next week. Peper will put it on the website. 
 
Peper will update CFR Team names on website. 
 
Barton updates CARTF about yesterday’s case review meeting. 
 
Wickard discusses the need for CARTF to begin putting an emphasis on the 
suicide issue in Idaho. It is a pressing need and we need to decide how we can 
approach this to address this issue.   
 
Barton encourages everyone on CARTF to watch No Greater Law on Amazon. A 
documentary regarding faith healing community. 
 
Upper Valley CAC, Kimber Tower and Ashley Stallings 
Wickard welcomes our guests. They serve the upper valley, 6 counties, with 
main office in Rigby. Stallings--program director and trained forensic interviewer 
with her degree in psychology and child advocacy. Tower--executive director and 
trained forensic interview and degree in multi-disciplinary studies.   
 
Upper Valley is a non-profit and funded through grants and private donations, do 
not charge for their services, and does community awareness and programs. 
CARTF watches video that discusses what CAC’s do and the Idaho Network on 
Children Advocacy Centers.  
 
Tower discusses who is on an MDT and plays a video about how CAC’s serve 
children. Tower shares CAC standards for accredited members through the 
National Children’s Alliance. Idaho has 7 centers, 4 are accredited- Boise 
CARES, NFJC, Twin Falls Cares, and Bright Tomorrows. Upper Valley, Safe 
Passages, and LillyBrooke are working toward accreditation.   
 
Trauma focused, non-leading, and getting evidence is a big part of what CAC’s 
do, but also advocating for the child. Stallings shares the model of advocacy and 
support for children and families who come to them.  
 
CACs also have relationships with community partners and other agencies, 
sharing information on prevention, ACEs, and child abuse prevention classes, 
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train first responders, and network with CAC’s nationwide to assist MDT’s and 
families beyond Idaho.  
 
Stallings shares data regarding child sexual abuse and disclosure and optimal 
conditions for disclosure include, asking directly, having knowledge/language 
about constitutes abuse and access to help, having a sense of control over the 
disclosure process, and showing pattern of being a person that can be trusted.  
 
One of the concerns they have today is disclosures by children that are 
incarcerated within the juvenile system. They see flaws in the process and how 
to help the kids who are disclosing when they are in the system. They are often 
ready to disclose because they finally feel safe. Turns out collaboration is key.  
The CAC approach blends well with the juvenile corrections system standards. 
There is a need to be mindful of safety and security concerns because they are 
part of the corrections system. It is necessary to have consistency in how the 
cases are planned and handled.  
 
Roadblocks have included being unfamiliar with juvenile centers procedures, 
safety concerns, how a family advocate interact with the child and any non-
offending caregiver, the role of detention center staff in the advocacy process, 
follow-up, and consistency in the process.  
 
McDonald notes that part of the challenge is the follow-up with the youth after 
they leave the juvenile corrections system.  
 
There is struggle because there is not an MDT that looks at these cases. 
Possibility to create a standard protocol of what it looks like in your county and 
then each county MDT, CAC, and juvenile corrections system tweak it to fit their 
needs.   
 
Wickard mentions the availability of grant funds that might be useful for their 
CAC.  
 
Tachell wonders if CARTF can help create the model and then help support 
Tower and Stallings present that model to others.  
 
How can we get training to these small towns? May need to be online that would 
be accessible to small departments that they can do on their own.  Are their 
partners we can collaborate with to create that training? Does online training 
suffice? Does it need to be live and what does that look like? Can we take these 
trainings to these small towns? Maybe we can find the trainings that are already 
out their and create a page on our website that could become the clearinghouse 
for these trainings. Perhaps there can be satellite trainings with small groups.  
The attendees have to be motivated to go to the training.  They may be too busy, 
may buck it due to cultural issues, or they don’t want to change. 
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CARTF discusses the need to meet with our community partners, MDTS, law 
enforcement, CACs in person. Also, we could build into the conference a chance 
to have some guided networking and have CARTF putting a facilitator in each 
region group.  Peper suggests taking our meetings throughout the state or 
splitting the conference into multiple regions every other year.  
 
Videos-  
CAC Idaho final cut- waking up films 
National Children’s Alliance Centers- how CACs help children 
CAC Video 2019- small voices 
 
Appointments and Executive Order 
Wickard and Peper updates group about where we are at with appointments and 
nominations.  
 
Pending Nominations 
Peper send email to those pending nominations and let them know we are in a 
holding pattern due to waiting for executive order.  
 
New Business 
Wickard spoke with Judge Ellis about putting together new youth court video 
narrated by foster youth and he was interested in the idea.  Wickard will work 
with Ellis about what he needs and the steps we need to take.   
 
Upcoming Meetings/ Agendas  
May-Suicide Prevention Council 
April-Deb Alsaker-Burke 
Tabled grants and nominations 
Central intake 
YES 
Foster youth panel 
Citizen Review panel 
CASA 
Casey Program 
INCAC/ FACES 
Budget update and report 
Michele Weir- legislative update 
CFRT Update 
Conference Update- Grossman or every other year 
Appointments and Executive Order Updates 
Approval of final CFRT annual report 
March- Upper Valley Child Advocacy Center 
 
Standing agenda items. 
 
Adjourn 
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Publication Sub-committee 
 
Peper- find out what the cost is for each of these publications 
 
What we are keeping? 
 
Care Enough to Call Pamphlets- needs updates (both versions) 
 
CARTF pamphlet- get rid of this pamphlet and make sure the info contained in 
the website 
 
Attorney Banking Solutions- not ours 
 
Preparing Foster Youth for Court- not ours, needs to be replaced by something 
that we create. 
 
MDT brochure- tab on website; update 
 
Foster cub/club- keep; third-party resource; Peper bring copies for April 
 
Maybe Days- keep, third-party resource 
 
What’s My Job in Court (green)/ What Happens in Court (blue)- less production, 
not as popular; how will we update; will we keep both? 
 
Educational Neglect book and report- keep one copy of each, rest recycle 
 
Task Force CD’s and Preparing Youth CD’s- Mindy get copies for preview 
Reporting Child Abuse VHS- toss 
 
Reporting Child Abuse DVD- get it streaming and on our website? Investigate 
 
No more keychains or pins 
 
Idaho Health Tomorrow book- get rid of 
 
Hand sanitizer- toss 
 
Task Force totes (6), red magnets, light blue (21) magnets, pins, post it notes, 
and chapstick- send to Peper 
 
Light blue ribbon magnets- toss 
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In April, watch the CARTF CD’s from warehouse, review Foster Club/Cub books. 
Begin to discuss changes. Get an updated inventory list.   
 
 


