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CARTF 

 SpringHill Suites, Boise  

February 7, 2020 

MINUTES 

 
Joshua Wickard- Public Defender (Chairman)   Jennifer Tachell– Educator (Vice-Chairman)  
Michelle Weir- DHW, Family & Children Services  Susan Bradford, MD – Pediatrician 
Dina Flores-Brewer-Children with Disabilities   Jennifer Bergin- Attorney  
Sheila Sturgeon Freitas, PhD– Mental Health  Hon. Steve Clark- Civil Magistrate Judge 
Doug Giddings-Idaho County Sheriff       Galen Carlson- Prosecuting Attorney 
Melissa Osen– Foster Youth     Tahna Barton – CASA    
open – Homeless Education Liaison   Hon. Mark Rammell- Criminal Magistrate Judge 
Jill Robertson– Parent     Nadine McDonald – Juvenile Justice 
Lisa Nordstrom- Child Advocate Attorney  Molly Vaughn– Victim Services Coordinator 
 

Mindy Peper – Task Force Support  

 
ABSENT  

Guests: CFRT Teresa Abbott; Ada Co Prosecutor, Jean Fisher 

Welcome 
Tachell welcomes everyone to the February meeting.  
 
CARTF reviews January minutes. Rammell motions to accept the minutes with 
change noted to bottom of page 1, McDonald seconds, all in favor and so moved. 
 
CFRT Team and Chairman Tahna Barton and Analyst Teresa Abbott 
Tachell welcomes Abbott.  Barton and Abbott present the 2017 findings and 
annual report.  
 
Abbott will email the .pdf of the report to Peper. Peper will distribute to CARTF to 
review before the March meeting and we will discuss it at the March meeting for 
final approval. 
 
Nordstrom mentions that we often see this report used in articles, locally and 
nationally. Usually the timing has been after the legislative session has ended 
and the cases 3 years back. Now, we are closer to mid-session and the 
information and cases are only 2 years old.   
 
Budget Update 
Kinzel emails Peper budget numbers.  
 
Kinzel reports we are in grant phase 17, Oct 16 to Sep 20.  We have $2802 for 
grants.  Every year we have a budget of $130,000.  We have $74,000 remaining 
in the budget period until Sept 2021.  This is the total budget allocation through 
September 2020.  Monthly CARTF meetings are usually around $2000.  The 
CFRT is about $600.  This number also takes in account Joshua’s travel for the 
March CJA grantee meeting in Washington DC.  If we have the conference in 
September 2020, then we will pay for the bulk of it out of the next grant cycle.  If 
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we want to pay for it out of this budget year, we will need to let budget analyst 
knows so that we allocate from current cycle.   
 
Barton discusses doing a law enforcement conference in regards to the CFR 
Team and the report.  Barton will report with more details and numbers in March.  
She will also bring an estimated CFRT budget in March as well. Clark says we 
have a need to know what our discretionary funds are.   
 
Peper discusses the way conference invoices work, often being paid after the 
event. 
 
Grants 
Tachell welcomes Jean Fisher to speak about the Faces of Hope Foundation 
grant for a 2-day MDT training conference. Conference will be in April and is 
conducted by Building Hope Today and Jenna Quinn will be the keynote 
speaker.  Fisher speaks about what the conference will cover—Effective MDT’s, 
Grooming, Delayed Disclosure and Investigation: Prosecution Principles and 
Practices.  The target audience includes MDT’s, law enforcement, prosecutors, 
and so on.  
 
Rammell makes a motion to approve the Faces of Hope grant request for $5000. 
Additional questions and discussion from CARTF. Regarding the upfront 
conference costs, expenses will be around $10,000 plus helping participants 
attend. The more they can gather for funding, the less they have to charge 
participants. Barton amends the motion to fund this conference for $7500 in 
hopes of lowering the cost prohibition to the agencies attending. CARTF 
continues discussion and it is noted that this only covers a small portion of the 
state. McDonald states based on that she would be more supportive of the 
$5000. Fisher states she has reached out to and secured 10 county MDTs for 
attendance. Galen states that this is important because it will reach actual teams 
and bring them together in training. Discussion continues. Clark states that he 
would possibly be willing to add the other $2500 if the grant recipient could get 
someone from up north to attend the conference, focused on the panhandle area 
of Idaho.  He would like to see the money used as scholarships for people up 
north and other outlining areas. Norstrom feels it is a good use of funds and 
supports in either way.  Barton says she would like to amend her motion to state 
that CARTF gives $7500 to the conference and then gives an additional $2499 
specifically for travel grants for outlying counties. Rammell withdraws his initial 
motion of $5000 and then seconds Barton’s amended motion. Further discussion 
continues. Carlson asks if it will be open to others such as school counselors or 
law enforcement officers. Fisher says yes, it is not restricted. Tachell thanks 
Fisher and Fisher leaves the meeting. CARTF holds a vote, Carlson abstains. All 
in favor and so moved. Peper will follow-up with Fisher. 
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Conference 
Peper updates the group that we have a tentative date of Tuesday, September 
15th for Grossman at the Riverside hotel for our annual conference. Waiting for 
final confirmation from both Riverside and Grossman.  
 
Tachell mentions that if Grossman falls through, that CARTF should consider 
going to every other year format, based on low numbers.  Freitas asked about 
how that affects the 3-year strategy.  Barton states that she prefers an annual 
conference—she would be worried that skipping years might make numbers go 
down.  Task Force discusses the need for more relevant speakers.  Perhaps go 
to every year with a keynote and then have break-out sessions. This would 
require long-term planning and a theme each year to book the right speakers. 
 
CARTF Letters of Interest 
CARTF reviews the letters of interest and resumes submitted to the task force in 
an interest to serve on CARTF. CARTF discusses the best choice and will vote 
when our executive order is official.  
 
Publication Review 
CARTF starts with review of the What Happens in Court and What is My Job in 
Court coloring books.  The blue activity guide (What Happens in Court) is more 
popular. It seems that they are very useful for children up to about 11 years of 
age. We do lack a resource for tweens and teens. Peper suggests the idea of an 
App. McDonald says however, we need something that doesn’t rely solely on 
technology. CARTF asks if we need both. It is decided yes that What’s My Job in 
Court is more geared to the court process and What Happens in Court is more 
geared toward child protection.  Is there a way to combine them? Some feel it 
may confuse kids if you combine them. Barton makes a motion to create a sub-
committee to review CARTF publications and then come back to report to 
CARTF. Freitas seconds.  All in favor and so moved.  Peper will be a part of the 
sub-committee as well as Freitas, Tachell, and McDonald. 
 
New Business 
Freitas discusses a bill that is being proposed which will allow for substance 
abuse treatment facilities for 13-17-year olds to be completely released from any 
oversight. This was brought to her attention by Jim Baugh. Baugh and Freitas 
testified at the committee who is overseeing this bill. CARTF has some concerns 
about this bill. Freitas will email this bill to the task force. 
 
McDonald tells CARTF that she listened to a presentation yesterday about 
challenges that advocacy centers are having with kids in the facilities making 
disclosures where the parent isn’t involved in that process. The kids disclose 
additional abuse and no parent involvement because the state has taken charge. 
The group would like to come and share with CARTF. We will have this group 
present in March. 
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Upcoming Meetings/ Agendas 
May-Suicide Prevention Council 
April-Deb Alsaker-Burke 
Tabled grants and nominations 
Central intake 
YES 
Foster youth panel 
Citizen Review panel 
CASA 
Casey Program 
INCAC/ FACES 
Budget update and report 
Michele Weir- legislative update 
Conference Update- Grossman or every other year 
Appointments and Executive Order Updates 
Approval of final CFRT annual report 
March- Upper Valley Child Advocacy Center 
 
Adjourn 


