
Idaho’s Children at Risk Task Force Annual Report on 
Recommendations and Strategic Plan: 2019 
 

Idaho’s Governor's Children at Risk Task Force (CARTF) has comprehensively reviewed and 

evaluated Idaho's investigative, administrative, and both civil and criminal judicial handling of 

cases of child abuse and neglect, particularly child sexual abuse and exploitation, as well as cases 

involving suspected child maltreatment related fatalities and cases involving a potential 

combination of jurisdictions.  The following annual report documents Idaho's progress in 

relationship to the Children at Risk Task Force's recommendations and strategic planning 

previously submitted for the period of 2019 - 2021.  This report will cover performance from 

May 1, 2018 through May 1, 2019 and will include information in the form of CARTF's 

recommendations, tasks, findings, and outcomes, and an accountability of Criminal Justice Act 

(CJA) funds used in each project.  Additionally, this annual report will summarize the Task 

Force's activities during this reporting period.  This annual report reflects the on-going mission 

of the Children at Risk Task Force which is "to make the system more sensitive and responsive 

to child victims." 

 

CARTF Recommendation/Objective 

Goal One 

Continue development of Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTs) in each Idaho County in accordance 

with Idaho Code Section 16-1609.  Support development of training in core competencies for 

professionals involved in the investigation and prosecution of child abuse and neglect. 

 

Strategies 

 

A. Provide annual area MDT training to promote the continued formation of MDTs and 

enhance existing MDTs. 

B. Encourage MDT formation and functioning at the prosecutors’ seminars which meet 

semi-annually.  Prepare handouts for the prosecutors’ meetings with information to 

promote initiating MDTs or enhancing their current function.  

C. During the next three years, invite child protection stakeholders to share training 

strategies and concerns involved in the investigation and prosecution of child abuse and 

neglect. 

D. Using federal Criminal Justice Act funds continue to provide funding resources that are 

available for training MDTs. 

E. Develop a process to request annual information from MDTs that includes (1) activities, 

(2) strengths and (3) needs. 
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Implementation of Recommendation/Objective and Strategies  

Projects, Activities, Individuals Involved, Outcomes, and Expenditure of CJA funds for 2018-

2019 

 

The Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force continues to distribute the MDT funds, sponsor an 

annual multidisciplinary team conference, and work with the Idaho Network of Child Advocacy 

Center State Chapter Coordinator to promote MDTs and provide multidisciplinary team training.  

 

The multidisciplinary team grants assist counties in printing, distributing, and implementing 

signed MDT protocols.  Grant monies are also provided to purchase video/audio taping 

equipment and facilitate MDTs in attending specialized training.  

 

Grant monies were distributed to MDTs between May 2018 and May 2019.  During the previous 

year the Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force updated the local MDT grant process. An 

online application form was created, timeframes were established for submission cycle and a 

streamlined process for review and approval of applications was completed.  

 

During this grant cycle the Task Force made multidisciplinary team grants available to the 

following centers: 

 

Date MDT Agency Name Purpose Amount 

Provided 

6/11/2018 
Women's Center Inc - Safe 
Passage NICHD Training $9,000.00 

6/11/2018 6th Judicial District CASA Program Equipment for trainings $1,223.00 

11/29/2018 Bright Tomorrows Child Advocacy 
Center - Pocatello 

Training – Provide Eye 
Movement Desensitization 
and Reprocessing (EMDR) 
A psychotherapy that 
enables people to heal from 
the symptoms and 
emotional distress that are 
the result of disturbing life 
experiences (i.e. sexual 
abuse). 

$6,143.52 

11/29/2018 St. Luke’s CARES IMPACT Training - 
(Improving Medical 
Provider Assessment of 
Childhood Trauma) 

$3,608.00 

12/7/2018 Idaho State Bar  Attorney Training-Statewide 
regarding child protection 
issues 

$9,000.00 

12/10/2018 Lincoln County Probation Funds to assist in allowing 
staff to attend annual MDT 
Conference 

$216.00 

1/23/2019 Idaho State Association of County 
Coroners 

Training-To increase 
knowledge of established 
practice when investigating 
and reporting a child's 
death due to SUIDS. 
Covered presenter and 
materials 

$5,650.00 

Total   $34,840.52 
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Additionally, to encourage prosecutors to assume their responsibility in the formation and 

functioning of MDTs throughout Idaho, a brochure highlighting the role of MDTs is distributed 

at the semi-annual prosecutors’ seminars.  

 

Idaho’s child advocacy centers also promote and strengthen MDTs.  Currently Idaho has four 

child advocacy centers accredited by the National Children’s Alliance.  They include: 

• Cares, St. Luke’s – Boise 

• Cares, St. Luke’s – Magic Valley 

• Nampa Family Justice Center 

• Bright Tomorrows Child Advocacy Center – Pocatello 

 

There are also four new centers that are at various stages of development.  They include: 

• Bear Lake Bright Tomorrows Child Advocacy Center – Montpelier 

• Family Crisis Center – Rexburg  

• Kootenai Behavioral Health Children’s Advocacy Center – Coeur d’Alene 

• Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Center – Idaho Falls 

 

To promote the continued formation of MDTs and enhance existing MDTs, the Governor's 

Children at Risk Task Force sponsored an annual multidisciplinary team conference.  The 

training took place in Boise, Idaho on Tuesday October 23, 2018. 

 

A total of 195 MDT members were trained.  This year’s training focused on addressing child 

traumatic stress and practical strategies for MDT.  The training was facilitated by Heather 

Simonich, Path of North Dakota & Idaho.  The conference also included a presentation on the 

child fatality review team’s annual report. 

 

Below is an accounting of the multidisciplinary team conference expenses: 

 
Speaker Honorarium  $2,204.68 

Attendee Lodging $3,132.00 

Catering/AV/Misc. $6,701.52 

Attendee Travel (Scholarships) $4,291.20 

Conference Supplies $1,983.72 

Total Conference Expenses $18,313.12 

 

The Idaho Child Protective Act, Title 16, Chapter16, Section 1617 requires “the prosecuting 

attorney in each county shall be responsible for the development of an interagency 

multidisciplinary team or teams for investigation of child abuse and neglect referrals within each 

county.”  Since prosecuting attorneys are elected county officials, changes in county prosecutors 

occur in the course of elections.  A change in leadership of the county prosecutor often impacts 

the child protection multidisciplinary team.  In 2019, CARTF invited Tamara Pittz, Director of 

Idaho Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers (INCAC) to present on a 2018 MDT survey of 

all counties in the state to assess the number of active MDTs and possible training needs. Survey 

responses were received from 38 out of 44 counites. Only 12 out of 44 counties reported they 

have an active multidisciplinary team that is fully complaint with Idaho Code 16-1617.  

 

To promote MDTs and make counties aware of multidisciplinary team projects and grants, 

CARTF and INCAC are working together to bring in training and speakers for the 2019 Annual 
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MDT conference. The Governor’s Children at Risk Task will also work on developing and 

having a packet of resource materials avaible ay the conference for each of the counties, 

explaining the multidisciplinary team process and grants available to local MDTs. 

 

To promote MDTs and make counties aware of multidisciplinary team projects and grants, 

CARTF representatives provide a display of brochures and DVDs that are featured at vendor 

booths in trainings and conferences, when requested.  During this grant cycle, CARTF displayed 

materials at two conferences, including CARTF’s annual conference and the Idaho Prosecuting 

Attorneys Association winter conference. 

 

To keep multidisciplinary teams informed, the Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force website, 

www.IDCARTF.org, gathers up-to-date information in the area of child maltreatment, training 

opportunities, and other resources to assist in multidisciplinary team development and support.  

Additionally, the website supports on-line registration for the annual “Keeping Children Safe 

Conference,” the Annual Award of Excellence, and ordering the “Care Enough to Call” DVD 

and brochures.  It also contains information on how to apply for multidisciplinary team grants.  

 

During 2018-2019 meetings, representatives from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, 

the Idaho Administrative Office of the Courts, the Deputy Attorney General’s Office, the Idaho 

Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers, the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund, the Idaho Court 

Appointed Special Advocatess Association (CASA), Path of North Dakota and Idaho, and the 

CARTF Child Fatality Review team attended CARTF meetings to share their strategies and 

concerns related to Idaho’s child protection system.   

 

How the activities support implementation of the Task Force's recommendation 

 

The Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force continues to support the formation and 

enhancement of multidisciplinary teams by offering start-up funding for MDTs and support 

needed equipment and training opportunities for MDT members.  The Governor’s Children at 

Risk Task Force organizes and produces an annual multidisciplinary team conference.  

Additionally, CARTF provides awareness of Idaho's statute regarding MDTs by distributing a 

multidisciplinary team brochure and maintaining the CARTF web sites.  The Governor’s 

Children at Risk Task Force will support and coordinate multidisciplinary team training with the 

Idaho Network of Child Advocacy Centers.  The Children at Risk Task Force will continue to 

monitor the progress and encourage multidisciplinary teams throughout Idaho.  These activities 

improve the investigative and judicial handling of cases of child abuse and neglect.  

 

CARTF Recommendation/Objective 

Goal Two 

Review and make recommendations to improve current and proposed legislation and rules 

pertaining to the child protection process. 

 

Strategies 

 

A. Review proposed legislation relating to child abuse and neglect, communicate 

conclusions to the Governor, and make recommendations to legislators or other 

appropriate entities.  

B. Review the Child Protective Act and if appropriate, make recommendations for revision. 
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C. Invite Office of Performance Evaluation to update CARTF on current legislative issues 

regarding child protection system. 

 

Implementation of Recommendation/Objective and Strategies 

Projects, Activities, Individuals Involved, Outcomes, and Expenditure of CJA funds for 2018-

2019  

 

During the 2019 legislative session, the Governor's Children at Risk Task Force received updates 

on proposed child protection legislation.  Specific legislation reviewed pertaining to Idaho’s 

child welfare system included:   

  

House Bill 101 and 107 would have required IDHW to provide parents with written notification 

of certain rights upon the initiation of a maltreatment investigation. The legislation would have 

required the individual be advised they are the subject of an investigation of maltreatment, and 

they have the right to remain silent, refuse entry into their home without a warrant, the right to 

consult attorney, and the right to refuse questioning of minor children in their home. This piece 

of legislation passed the House but failed to pass through a Senate Committee. 

 

How the activities support implementation of the Task Force's recommendation 

 

The Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force activities included review of the statutory 

amendments and proposed legislation involving children for this reporting period.  The Task 

Force’s representative from Child Protective Services reviewed the proposed legislation in 

relation to changes to the Child Protective Act and Idaho Code.  These activities are undertaken 

to reform Idaho’s State laws, ordinances, regulations, protocols or procedures to protect children 

from abuse and/or neglect.  

 

CARTF Recommendation/ Objective 

Goal Three 

Evaluate and improve the investigation and prosecution process for civil and criminal cases 

involving child abuse and neglect. 

 

Strategies 

 

A. Recognize the stakeholders in the child protection system for the work done in handling 

cases of child abuse and neglect. 

B. Evaluate, develop, update, and distribute materials via a variety of modalities to educate 

the public and those involved in the legal processes related to child abuse and neglect.  

C. Annually, receive a report from the Supreme Court Committee Child Protection 

Committee to identify and monitor practices within the legal process. 

D. Explore how the sharing of information between agencies and within IDHW can be 

improved and streamlined to protect children.  

E. Reduce court-related trauma to children by helping them understand their role in court. 

F. Review IDHW’s Centralized Intake System for receiving and dispatching reports of child 

abuse and neglect to protect children. 

G. Continue to monitor deaths and injuries related to the religious medical exemption in 

Idaho Child Protective Act 16-1602(25)(a).  

H. Identify and review how societal issues affect child welfare in Idaho. 

I. Review the foster care system in the State of Idaho. 
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Implementation of Recommendation/Objective and Strategies 

Projects, Activities, Individuals Involved, Outcomes, and Expenditure of CJA funds for 2018-

2019 

 

To assist in promoting the profession of child protection as being a valued position with Idaho's 

legal system, CARTF sponsors an annual award to be presented to an individual who has gone 

above and beyond in advancing the cause of protecting children from neglect and abuse. This 

award was traditionally given to career prosecutors deserving recognition for their work in 

protecting vulnerable children.  During this past year CARTF decided to open this award to 

others who are involved in investigation and judicial handling of cases of abuse and neglect of 

children.  Each year CARTF will select someone from the following professions deserving of 

this recognition: Judges, Prosecutors, Defense Attorneys, Social Workers, Guardians ad Litem 

and Law Enforcement Officers. Nomination forms are sent to prosecutors, law enforcement, and 

child protection social workers in all forty-four counties.   

 

To assist children in understanding their role in court and thereby reducing court-related trauma, 

in June 2009, CARTF adapted the coloring book, “What’s My Job in Court,” for Idaho.  The 

Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force continues to order and distribute this coloring book and 

crayons to court rooms, child protection social workers, prosecuting attorneys, CASA/GAL, and 

Victim Witness Coordinators throughout the state.  Since the last report, 52 copies of “What’s 

My Job in Court” have been distributed.  

 

Although the coloring book, “What’s My Job in Court,” assists in preparing children for criminal 

proceedings, it does not address the features of civil court.  Therefore, CARTF developed a 

subcommittee to design and produce an additional activity coloring book for children involved in 

child protection civil court.  The new book, “What Happens in Court,” includes an explanation of 

CASA/GAL, public defender, child protection, permanency, and adoption.  We have received a 

great deal of positive response from those involved in the court system about the beneficial 

impact this activity book has had.  Additionally, it has been useful for attorneys and judges as 

they talk to the community about court and the role of the judiciary in our state.  Four hundred 

sixty-two copies of the coloring book have been distributed since May 1, 2018 to the time of this 

report.  

 

The Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force continues to distribute the brochure, “Care Enough 

to Call.”  The brochure outlines the responsibility of educators, medical personnel, social 

workers, and community partners who do not work directly with child protection teams, 

regarding their roles as mandatory reporters.  The brochure is available in English and Spanish. 

During this grant cycle, 317 English brochures and 82 Spanish brochures were distributed 

throughout Idaho.  

 

To encourage mandatory reporting, through a contract with University of Idaho, Cooperative 

Extension System, the Children at Risk Task Force sponsored the development of an educational 

video on Idaho’s child abuse reporting laws.  The ten-minute DVD/video explains the definitions 

of child abuse and neglect, instructs citizens on their duty to report, and gives them information 

on who to call and what information they should include in their report.  The Governor’s 

Children at Risk Task Force distributes the DVDs upon request.  During this grant cycle, 68 

DVDs were distributed out of existing inventory. 
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The Task Force has continued to review and discuss the state’s faith healing exemptions from 

prosecution for child deaths or medical neglect.  Over the past several years this issue has been 

discussed and brought to legislative committees including proposed legislation put forward to 

revise certain provisions of the state’s Child Protective Act regarding medical treatment by 

prayer through spiritual means. The bill failed to pass through the Senate. The Governors’ 

Children at Risk Task Force (CFRT) remains interested in the topic and is committed to ensure 

review of cases in the event of a fatality as part of the Child Fatality Review Team’s scope of 

work.  

 

During this past year CARTF was also asked to explore the issue of maternal and perinatal 

deaths in relation to midwife care cases and explore possibility of reviewing these cases as part 

of CFRT work. There have been several meetings and discussions regarding some of the barriers 

and concerns related to this issue such as how the perinatal deaths are being conceded and if they 

could be flagged for review. A presentation regarding the concerns and issue occurred during 

CARTF’s March 2018 meeting. Currently this continues to be an issue being explored particular 

in relation to how to identify cases to ensure case review as part of the scope of work of the 

Child Fatality Review Team. 

 

How the activities support implementation of the Task Force's recommendation 

 

Through a best practice award, the profession of child protection is recognized as being a valued 

position in Idaho's system focusing on the protection of children who experience abuse and 

neglect abuse.  The Task Force also actively supports the activities of the Supreme Court 

Improvement Project.  To prepare children for court and reduce the trauma they may otherwise 

experience in participating in the judicial system, color activity books and Quick Start Guides 

have been provided to victim witness coordinators, child welfare social workers, prosecuting 

attorneys, CASAs, and children/youth in foster care.  Additionally, CJA funds were used to print 

and distribute a brochure and DVD that explains the process of making a report of child 

maltreatment.  These tools assist all Idaho citizens in recognizing their obligation to report child 

abuse and neglect and instruct them on how to make the report.  All of these activities were 

undertaken to improve the skills of those individuals who are involved in the investigative, 

administrative, and judicial handling of cases of child abuse and neglect.   

 

CARTF Recommendation/ Objective 

Goal Four 

Oversee the Statewide Child Fatality Review Team to examine child deaths. 

 

Strategies 

 

A. Continue to seek technical assistance as needed from the National Resource Center on 

Child Fatalities to assist in reestablishing and implementing a statewide Child Fatality 

Review Team. 

B. Provide financial support of Child Fatality Review Team. 

C. Support legislation to meet the needs of the Statewide Child Fatality Review Team.  

Continue to support the ongoing development of CFRT bylaws and procedures for the 

gathering of child fatality data. 

D. Support the continued development of a robust CFRT membership.   

E. Support the dissemination of the CFRT Report. 
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Implementation of Recommendation/Objective and Strategies 

Projects, Activities, Individuals Involved, Outcomes, and Expenditure of CJA funds for 2018-

2019 

 

The Child Fatality Review Team issued their first report in April 2014.  The report was sent to 

all state legislators and many MDT members across the state.  It was also posted on the Task 

Force’s website for public access.  The Child Fatality Review Team will issue their six report in 

May 2019.  The report continues to be distributed to a broad array of stakeholders.  

  

During this reporting period, CARTF utilized approximately $30,000 of CJA funds for the child 

fatality review team.   

 

How the activities support implementation of the Task Force's recommendation 

 

The Governor’s Children at Risk Task Force will continue to support the Child Fatality Review 

Team.  The Task Force will also continue to advocate for a process which provides protection of 

the review team from discovery and provides full access to records. 

 


